
Date of injury  
on or after

qpwblaw.com

PD Minimum  
Weekly Rate

PD Maximum  
Weekly Rate

1/1/2025 $160.00 $290.00

Permanent Disability

1/1/2024 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2023 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2022 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2021 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2020 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2019 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2018 $160.00 $290.00

1/1/2017 $160.00 $290.00

Statewide Average Weekly Wage (SAWW)

Year SAWW

2025 $1,704.00

2024 $1,642.00

2023 $1,651.00

2022 $1,570.00

2021 $1,383.00

2026 $1,789.00

1/1/2026 $160.00 $290.00

CALIFORNIA
Workers‘ Compensation Benefits

California Hub
contact@qpwblaw.com
qpwblaw.com

Total Temporary Disability (TTD)

Unlike State Disability Insurance (SDI), which is calculated under 
a different formula, Workers’ Compensation Temporary Total 
Disability (TTD) benefits are determined strictly by the California 
Labor Code. In most cases, you will receive two-thirds of your 
gross (pre-tax) average weekly wages, subject to state minimum 
and maximum limits. 
 
As of January 1, 2026, the maximum weekly TTD benefit  
is $1,764.11, regardless of how much you earned prior to your 
injury.

How Long Do Temporary Disability  
Benefits Last in California?

According to the California Department of Industrial Relations, 
TTD benefits begin either after an overnight hospital stay or  
once your doctor determines that you are unable to perform your 
usual job for more than three days. 
 
Most injured workers may receive up to 104 weeks of TTD 
benefits within a five-year period from the date of injury. However, 
individuals with certain severe or long-term conditions—such  
as serious burns or chronic lung disease—may qualify for extended 
benefits of up to 240 weeks.

Can I Receive TTD Benefits If I Am Working? 
 
Generally, no. TTD benefits are intended for workers who are 
completely unable to work due to their injury. 
 
However, if your doctor releases you to perform modified or 
light-duty work and your employer provides a position that pays 
less than your previous job, you may qualify for Temporary  
Partial Disability (TPD) benefits. While TTD pays two-thirds of 
your lost wages, TPD compensates you for a portion of the  
difference between your pre-injury earnings and your reduced 
wages.

Are TTD Benefits Taxable in California? 
 
In most cases, workers’ compensation benefits are not taxable. 
TTD payments are not subject to federal or state income taxes, 
nor are they subject to Social Security or Medicare taxes. 
 
As a result, even though you receive two-thirds of your gross 
wages, your actual take-home amount may be closer to your 
pre-injury net pay.
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2025 $252.03

2024

2023

2019

Year Min. Max.

$1,680.29

2020

2021

2022

$242.86

$242.86

$187.71

$194.91

$203.44

$230.95

$1,619.15

$1,619.15

$1,251.38

$1,299.67

$1,359.31

$1,539.71

Temporary Disability

2017 $175.88 $1,172.57

2018 $182.29 $1,215.27

2026 $264.61 $1,764.11


